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PURCHASE WITH
A PURPOSE

To find out more or purchase a gift card visit:

www.bournemouthgiftcard.co.uk

Take the hard work out of giving with a Bournemouth
Town Centre Gift Card to spend in shops, restaurants,

cafés, bars, leisure venues and cinema!

Support local businesses
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Welcome

 Isabelle Knight half page advert

ADVERT

Welcome to the second Bournemouth Writing Festival! 

It’s been a fantastic year since our inaugural festival. Not only 

do we now have an established, annual event, but also the 

beginnings of a thriving, year-round writing community.  

Our Facebook group is buzzing with questions, advice and 

inspiration for writers, our Writers’ Havens – free, informal, monthly 

writing groups in BCP Libraries – are proving very popular, and our regular networking 

events are always well attended.

People not only join to improve and progress their writing but also for the connection and 

community they get from like-minded writers. After all, writing is a lonely business.

The Bournemouth Writing Festival is no longer just about the 100+ talks, activities and 

events over one weekend. It’s already grown to be much bigger than that.

I’m pleased that you are part of it. You can make a difference. Your words have power, but 

so do your actions. Be kind, be open and, above all, be supportive, because you never know 

what journey others are on.

I hope you enjoy this year’s festival, and whatever happens — keep writing!

Dominic Wong

Isabelle’s online consultancy, Build Your Author Brand provides services to Authors of both fiction and non-
fiction, to teach them the crucial tools and strategies to raise their profile, grow a readership, and increase

their overall success.
Find out how Isabelle could help you to build your Author Brand and give your books the best chance at

www.buildyourauthorbrand.co.uk 

Listen to the Build Your Author Brand podcast on Apple and Spotify

With a career spanning over two decades as a top-tier publicist, Isabelle Knight has
worked alongside industry titans in publishing, film and television, including the likes

of JK Rowling and the BBC.
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Talks & Workshops  

FRIDAY 26TH APRIL

TITLE SPEAKER

LOCATION

TIMES

Untitled-2   1Untitled-2   1 27/02/2024   11:0227/02/2024   11:02

Creative Writing for Adults with 
Additional Needs Tricuro Care

10am - 12pm 

1pm - 3pm
The Old School 
House, Boscombe

Unearth Your Voice Louisa Flynn 1:30pm - 2:30pm Pavilion Dance

Screenwriting Tricks
for Novelists Lucy V Hay 2pm - 3pm Pavilion Dance

Writing for International Students Bayswater  
Bournemouth 2:30pm - 4pm Bayswater  

Bournemouth

Short Story in One Session! E.L. Norry 3pm - 4pm Pavilion Dance

A Bestselling Author’s Journey 
from Novel to Publication

Helen Corner-Bryant  
& Alex Stone 3:30pm - 4:30pm Pavilion Dance

Writing to Change the World Denise Baden 5pm - 6pm Pavilion Dance

Sponsored by MRKT Property Experts

Friday Night Social
Join us at Flirt Cafe to meet 
and mingle with other 
festival attendees.

Friday 26th April, 7pm.
£10 entry includes your first drink

LOCATION
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Talks & Workshops  Talks & Workshops  

SATURDAY 27TH APRIL SATURDAY 27TH APRIL

TITLE TITLESPEAKER SPEAKERLOCATION LOCATIONTIMES TIMES

The Role of an Agent David Headley 
& Broo Doherty 10am - 11am Pavilion Dance

Poetry for Beginners Emilie Fiirgaard 
& Tom Masters 10am - 11am The Avenue

Writing Reality The Outsider’s Project 10:30am - 11:30am Pavilion Dance

Turn Self-publishing into a 
Full-time Career Matt Shaw 11:30am - 12:30pm Pavilion Dance

New Life for Old Poems Anne Peterson 11:30am - 12:30pm The Avenue

Writing with a Sense of Humour Kathleen Whyman 12pm -  1pm Pavilion Dance

Writing Your First Full-Length Novel Valerie French 12:30pm - 1:30pm Pavilion Dance

The Job Of A Blog God: Establishing  
Yourself As A Writer Online Matt Miles 1pm - 2pm The Avenue

Traditional vs Partnership vs  
Self-publishing: Which is best for you? Alex Thompson 1:30pm - 2:30pm Pavilion Dance

Sniff for a Better Description Liam R Findlay 1:45pm - 2:45pm Pavilion Dance

Organising Chaos: Turn a Messy  
Draft into a Publishable Book

Sophie Beal  
& Gary Dalkin 2pm - 3pm Pavilion Dance

Write Your Poetry Manifesto Myriam San Marco 2:30pm to 3:30pm The Avenue

Self-publishing vs Partnership 
Publishing: An Author’s View

Chloe May, 
Steve Couch &
Jude Hayland

3pm - 4pm Pavilion Dance

Earn as you Write Alice May 3:15pm-4:15pm Pavilion Dance

Do you have the Write Time? Rachel Woodward 
Carrick 3:30pm - 4:30pm Pavilion Dance

A Rising Tide Fay Roberts 4pm - 5pm The Avenue

The Art of Adaptation & Other 
Fantastic Stories

Brian Sibley &  
Gary Dalkin 4:30pm - 5:30pm Pavilion Dance

Your Route to Overnight Success Isabelle Knight 4:45pm - 5:45pm Pavilion Dance

Mastermind your Way to the End Tracy Baines 5pm - 6pm Pavilion Dance

Bourn Jammy
An energetic, live music 

and spoken word 
improv extravaganza.

Saturday 27th April, 

7:30pm

Pavilion Dance

£8.50 entry  
- Booking is essential -
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SUNDAY 28TH APRIL SUNDAY 28TH APRIL

TITLE TITLESPEAKER SPEAKERLOCATION LOCATIONTIMES TIMES

The Fundamentals of Writing  
Short Stories Paul Draper 10am - 11am Pavilion Dance

Writing a Synopsis Samaira Wilson / 
SpellBound Books 10:10am - 11:10am The Avenue

Know Your Place Paula Harmon 10:30am - 11:30am Pavilion Dance

7 Proven Steps to an Amazon  
Bestseller Launch Linda Liebrand 11am - 12pm Pavilion Dance

Agent Confidential: Navigating the 
Author/Agent relationship

Caroline Montgomery, 
Cathi Unsworth 
& Catherine Bruton

11:30am - 12:30pm Pavilion Dance

Legalities of Writing Luke English 11:30am - 12:30pm The Avenue

Market Your Short Stories like a 
Human Dynamo Alice Fowler 12pm - 1pm Pavilion Dance

Decolonising Writing Aanka Batta & 
Jasmine Isa Qureshi 12:30pm - 1:30pm Pavilion Dance

Just one X (tweet) away from  
publication Gail Aldwin 1pm - 2pm The Avenue

Dig for the Gold in your Life Story Beverley Glick 1:30pm - 2:30pm Pavilion Dance

Going Coastal! Writing, Drawing 
and Seaside Psychogeography

Tom Sykes &  
Louis Netter 2pm - 3pm Pavilion Dance

Create a Cover that Sells Briony Hartley 2:30pm - 3:30pm The Avenue

Writing for the Community Jane Skellett 3pm - 4pm Pavilion Dance

How to Make a Living from 
Screenwriting

Danny Stack &  
Tim Clague 3:30pm - 4:30pm Pavilion Dance

How to Plot a Novel Sam Holland 3:45pm - 4:45pm Pavilion Dance

Jump Around: Writing from Multiple 
Perspectives and Timelines Andreina Cordani 4:30pm - 5:30pm Pavilion Dance

Finding the Right Outline Structure 
for You Sam Parks 5pm - 6pm Pavilion Dance

Join the Flash (Fiction) Mob Sally Curtis 5:15pm - 6:15pm Pavilion Dance

Talks & Workshops  Talks & Workshops  

Writing Home:  
Stories from the  
edges of print

Performance showcase celebrating  
the writing talent of local grassroots 

community art groups.

Saturday 28th April, 

7:30pm

Pavilion Dance

Pay What You Can - BOOKING IS ESSENTIAL

Sponsored by Bournemouth University

Plus Allies in Action

Photo Credit Martin Coyne

Photo Credit Caroline Beale Johnson
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Children’s Activities & Workshops  

SATURDAY 27TH APRIL

SUNDAY 28TH APRIL

TITLE

TITLE

SPEAKER

SPEAKER

LOCATION

LOCATION

TIMES

TIMES

Map Magic: Create Your Own Island 
of Adventure!  Alex English 10am to 11am The Avenue

Found Poetry
For Children and Young People Chantelle Atkins 11:30am to 12:30pm The Avenue

Incredible Creatures and
Wonderful Worlds Chantelle Atkins 1pm - 2pm The Avenue

Wild Writing Sophie Kirtley 2:30pm to 3:30pm The Avenue

Goodies, Baddies and a Sprinkle 
of Magic Lorna Child 4pm to 5pm The Avenue

Word Wizards Beach Walk Jane Labous 10:00am to 11:30am Meet at 
Pavilion Dance

For all children’s activities, parents are free and do not need a ticket. For activities happening in The Avenue, 
head upstairs to the South Coast Makers Market and the room is towards the back next to the cafe. 

Don’t forget there are FREE poetry activities to do and explore in our poetry hub in The Avenue (Saturday 
only) and the Bandstand in the Lower Gardens, as well as free Writing on the Beach (Saturday only)

Photo Credit Solid Imagery

Helping female solopreneurs create
success on their own terms, without

sacrificing their home life or wellbeing

Join The Cocoon
Business Club

Join The Visibility
Mastermind

1:1 Mentoring

Find out more at www.lifefriendlybusiness.com
Connect with me on social media @lifefriendlybiz 

Listen to the 
podcast

No matter where you are on your own
business journey, I have resources to help

Hi, I’m Erin! I'm The Life-Friendly
Business Mentor, Speaker, Author
& host of The Life-Friendly
Business Podcast.

I offer a powerful blend of coaching and
mentoring for women to help you untangle
your thoughts, identify problems, and
grow your life-friendly business.

I’m here to help you grow and run your
business in a way which enhances, not
compromises, your family life and your
wellbeing.
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Lunch & Dinner Meet-ups
Networking with like-minded authors

Genre Breakfasts
Networking with like-minded authors

Genre breakfasts, lunch and dinner meet-ups sponsored by

SATURDAY 09:00 - 10:00
SATURDAY LUNCH  12:00 - 14:00

SUNDAY LUNCH  12:00 - 14:00

SUNDAY DINNER  17:00 - 19:00

SATURDAY DINNER  17:00 - 19:00

SUNDAY 09:00 - 10:00

TITLE
TITLE

TITLE

TITLE

TITLE

TITLE

HOSTED BY
HOSTED BY

HOSTED BY

HOSTED BY

HOSTED BY

HOSTED BY

LOCATION
LOCATION

LOCATION

LOCATION

LOCATION

LOCATION

Lyn O’Donnell
Sue Thomas

Emma Page

Rachel Henson

Andreina Cordani
Lesley Murphy

Steve Cox

Erni Salleh

Janet Hancock

Abby G

Callum McKelvie

Tamanna Dhuppad

Lesley Murphy

Tiffany Carrington

Marie Price

Playwriting/Screenwriting
Networking Lunch / Pizza

Networking Dinner / Tapas & Burgers

Creative Non-Fiction

Young Adults
Networking Lunch / British

Networking Dinner / Pizza & Pasta

Children’s Fiction

Historical Fiction

Poetry

Horror

Speculative Fiction
(Horror, Science Fiction, Fantasy)

Women’s Fiction

Crime Fiction

Fantasy

Leo Cafe, 
Inside Richmond Gardens Shopping Centre, 
Old Christchurch Rd, Bournemouth BH1 1EP

Vicolo Pizza,  
4 Albert Rd, Bournemouth BH1 
(possibly no wheelchair accessible)

Caters Tapas,  
13 Gervis Pl, Bournemouth BH1 2AL

Leo Cafe, 
Inside Richmond Gardens Shopping Centre, 
Old Christchurch Rd, Bournemouth BH1 1EP

Picnic Park Deli 
in the Lower Gardens, Bournemouth Cosy Club,  

34 Old Christchurch Rd, Bournemouth BH1 1LG

Wildwood,  
6 Richmond Hill, Bournemouth BH2 6EE

Crema Cafe,  
55 Old Christchurch Rd, Bournemouth BH1 1DT

Crema Cafe,  
55 Old Christchurch Rd, Bournemouth BH1 1DT

Flirt Cafe, 
21 The Triangle, Bournemouth BH2 5RG

South Coast Coffee,  
24 Richmond Hill, Bournemouth BH2 6EJ

Upstairs in Waterstones Cafe 
The Quadrant Arcade, 14-16 St Peter’s Rd, 
Bournemouth BH1 2AH

Cosy Club,  
34 Old Christchurch Rd, Bournemouth BH1 1LG

Cosy Club, 
4 Old Christchurch Rd, Bournemouth BH1

South Coast Coffee,  
24 Richmond Hill, Bournemouth BH2 6EJ

Free, informal meet-ups in local cafés with people writing in your genre.

RSVP on bournemouthwritingfestival.co.uk then arrive at 9am, buy a coffee or have breakfast to start 
the day off and get chatting. Then head off to the talks, workshops and other writing activities.

Meet and eat with other writers at meal times. Collaborate, connect or just have a chin-wag with other 
festival attendees whilst supporting Bournemouth’s independent restaurants.

Please RSVP on bournemouthwritingfestival.co.uk so we can inform the restaurants. We are not taking 
pre-payments but if you RSVP please show up!

Nat Fox

 Lorna Child

Sue Edser

Networking Lunch / Mediterranean

Networking Dinner / Pub

Networking Lunch / Pizza

Crema Cafe,  
55 Old Christchurch Rd, Bournemouth BH1 1DT

Brass Haus, 
8-9 Westover Rd, Bournemouth BH1 2BY

Mamma Mia Pizza,  
2-6 Post Office Rd, Bournemouth BH1 1BA
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Activities

Headshot Photos
Get professional headshots for your 
book, publicity and social media in our 
photography studio.

£45 for a minimum of 12 licence-free 
photos in our photography studio.

Available Friday, Saturday and Sunday.

Located at our main Festival  
Hub at the Pavilion Dance.

BOOKING IS ESSENTIAL

Literary Walk of Bournemouth
Hattie Miles will be leading another literary walk of 
Bournemouth on Sunday 28th April at 10:30am. 

Last year’s walk sold out, so make sure you secure 
your spot. Limited spaces. Starts at the Pavilion Dance.

BOOKING IS ESSENTIAL

Writing for International Students
Creative writing workshop for International 
Students and young people whose first 
language is not English.

At Bayswater Language School on 
Friday 26th April at 2:30pm - 4:00pm 

FREE but BOOKING IS ESSENTIAL

The Creative Path
Find out why a walk is an 
essential part of a writing 
routine on this short walk  
and write workshop with  
Emma Scattergood.

Meet at Pavilion Dance  
at 11am on  
Sunday 28th April

BOOKING IS ESSENTIAL
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Meet us at an open day: 
www.bournemouth.ac.uk/open-days

Has Bournemouth 
Writing Festival 
inspired your 
writing?
Then develop your craft 
further with an MA in Creative 
Writing & Publishing at 
Bournemouth University.
You’ll be supported and taught by 
experienced writers, publishers, and 
marketers as you develop your writing to 
a near-publishable standard. You’ll gain a 
professional tool kit allowing you to bring 
your creativity to life and pitch your project to 
your ideal audience.

Our flexible programme enables you to study 
on campus or online, with part-time and  
full-time routes available. 

You have a unique voice. It’s time to be heard! 

For more information visit: 

www.bournemouth.ac.uk/   
ma-creative-writing-publishing

12130-02/24

3 Top tips for achieving your writing goals and 
aspirations

3 Expert content from the world of writing

3 The latest industry news and community articles

3 Member only special offers and discounts

Don’t miss out on…

Scan the QR code or visit  
https://writ.rs/LBF24

Scan the QR code or visit  

FREEDIGITAL NOVEL STARTER PACK WHEN YOU JOIN TODAY!

KEEP IN THE WRITING 
LOOP WITH OUR 

WEEKLY NEWSLETTER

WRITERS
ONLINE

LondonBF  full page.indd   1LondonBF  full page.indd   1 28/02/2024   10:5928/02/2024   10:59
bournemouthwritingfestival.co.uk  |  17



18  |  bournemouthwritingfestival.co.uk bournemouthwritingfestival.co.uk  |  19
Events are subject to change.
Bournemouth Writing Festival is not responsible for the content of the events.

Poetry Activities Typewriters & Poetry Machine  

Photo Credit Oh Magazine & Amanda Thomas

Poetry Hub
In partnership with the Winchester Poetry Festival
FREE poetry activities together with local poets. Whether you are a 
complete beginner and want to explore poetry, want to be challenged 
into writing something, or contribute to the Bournemouth Community 
Landscape Poem, then come along and try out our free, family-
friendly, drop-in poetry activities inspiring word play and expression. 

 Plus, special guests:
Write Beyond Borders - Truck Art Poetry - 10:30am to 12pm
Yasmin Inkersole - Driftwood Words: Poetry Collage - 1pm to 2:30pm
Kaycee Hill - From Gardens to the Sea - 3:30pm to 5pm 
Estelle Phillips - Bournemouth Community Poem - 10am to 5pm

Saturday 27th April at 10am to 5pm - Ground Floor,  
The Avenue Shopping Centre (towards the back of the centre)

Writing on the Beach
Let the wind seize your words and send them spinning 
out to sea from our writer’s washing line strung across 
Bournemouth beach. Write your poems, dreams, hopes, 
stories, imaginings on sheets, pin them up and share 
them with the elements and beach walkers.

An informal, drop-in activity with Chris Aziz. 

Saturday 27th April from 10:30am to 1pm.

Located by the Zipline landing post, to the East of 
Bournemouth Pier.

The Poetry Machine
FREE poems created in 
conversation with you!
Poet Beth Calverley will be joining 
us with her magical Poetry Machine 
in the Bandstand in the Lower 
Gardens.

Beth will ask you some gentle 
questions and weave your words 
into a typewritten poem to take 
away with you. Just follow the 
clatter of her vintage typewriter 
and look out for the machine’s 
bright yellow umbrella, flagpole 
and bubble engine...

Feel free to come on your own or 
bring a friend or group. Sign up on 
Beth’s chalkboard. 

Saturday 27th and Sunday 28th 
April between 10am and 4pm.

Tickets £8.50 (includes booking fee)

BOOKING IS ESSENTIAL
Poetry Talks
Five inspirational talks on poetry  
Saturday 27th April at The Avenue Shopping Centre
Emilie Fiirgaard and Tom Masters. Poetry for Beginners -  
Finding Your Poetic Voice. 10am
Anne Peterson. New Life for Old Poems. 11:30am
Matt Miles. The Job of a Blog God -  
Making Poetry Pay: How To Weave Well-Written Words Into A Worthy Wage. 1pm
Myriam San Marco. Write your Poetry Manifesto. 2:30pm
Fay Roberts. A Rising Tide. 4pm

The Stanza  
Room; a qwerty  
type of magic

FREE entry to the Stanza Room and let the 
timeless tap of the typewriter transform 
your poetic imagination.

Mark Rutter and Judy Waite from the 
University of Winchester will be on-hand to 
guide anyone and everyone through the 
experience.

Saturday 27th and Sunday 28th April, 
10am to 4pm. Located in the Bandstand  
in Lower Gardens.

The Poetry Project
Dotted around our poetry activities will 
be 50 inspirational quotes and poems 
from The Poetry Project.

The project is all about having positive, 
empowering, and motivational 
messages on display in public areas 
to promote well-being and raise 
awareness of mental health issues. 
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M›LLOYD
BLOCK PAVING ›  PATIOS ›  DECKING 

PERGOLAS ›  FENCING
CALL OR EMAIL FOR A FREE QUOTATION 

07966 370948 mlloydpaving@gmail.com

All aspects of internal 
/ external painting 

and decorating

Professional & Friendly

Qualified 36 Years

Fully Insured

Free Quotations & Advice

All aspects of 
general carpentry

40 Years Experience

Fully Insured

Free Estimate

bournemouthwritingfestival.co.uk  |  21

Lines in the Sand

Special discounted offer at the
bookshop in the Festival Hub,

 or buy now on Amazon

The anthology of our
poetry and flash fiction 

writing competition

Caught between the tides and terra firma
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THE TRIANGLE

BOURNEMOUTH
 LIBRARY

Festival VenuesFestival Map

Map Credit Cuco Creative

1  Pavilion Dance  (main Festival hub) Overlooking Lower Gardens, Westover Road,  Bournemouth BH1 2BU

1
2

3

4

5

6

7

6  Flirt Cafe Bar  21 The Triangle, Bournemouth BH2 5RG2  Bandstand  Lower Gardens, Westover Road,  Bournemouth BH1 2BU

7  Bayswater College Bournemouth  St Peters Quarter, Bournemouth BH1 2AD3  Writing on the Beach  (Zipwire Landing) Undercliff Road,  Bournemouth BH1 3NZ

4  Bobby’s  (2nd Floor) The Square, Bourne Avenue, Bournemouth BH2 5LY

5  The Avenue  (Shopping Centre) Commercial Road, Bournemouth BH2 5RP
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1-2-1 sessions 1-2-1 sessions

PETER STRAUS - Managing Director of RCW Literary Agency.
Peter was President of the Association of Authors’ Agents 
from 2012 to 2014. He was awarded a CBE for his services  
to literature in 2016.
rcwlitagency.com
SATURDAY 28TH APRIL

BROO DOHERTY - Literary agent at DHH Literary Agent.
Director at DHH Literary Agency. Literary Agent of the  
Year in 2017 at the Romantic Novelist’s Association.
DHHLiteraryAgency.com
SATURDAY 28TH APRIL

DAVID HEADLEY - MD of DHH Literary Agency.
In the last ten years, he has been included in the Top 100 
most influential people in publishing by The Bookseller, a 
number of times.
dhhliteraryagency.com
SATURDAY 27TH APRIL

EMMA SCATTERGOOD - Writer, lecturer, facilitator in  
creative writing and writing for wellbeing.
Founder of The Bournemouth Writing Prize; Fresher Publishing; 
The Story Works; MA Creative Writing & Publishing at BU.
emmascattergood.com
SATURDAY 27TH APRIL

SOLD OUT
SOLD OUT

SOLD OUT

SOLD OUT

SOLD OUTSOLD OUT

Megan Carroll - Literary agent at Watson, Little.
Graduated from Goldsmiths with a BA in English and 
American Literature in 2013 and has worked at the agency 
since 2014.
Watsonlittle.com
SUNDAY 28TH APRIL

LAURA WILLIAMS - Literary Agent at Greene & Heaton.
Laura started at Greene & Heaton as an agent in 2018, 
having worked at PFD from 2011 after studying Classics 
at Oxford.
greeneheaton.co.uk
SUNDAY 28TH APRIL

BRADFORD GYORI - Writer and lecturer.

Programme Leader of the MA in Creative Writing and 
Publishing at Bournemouth University.

Bradford’s BU page: 
staffprofiles.bournemouth.ac.uk/display/bgyori

SUNDAY 28TH APRIL

Join Broo with David Headley in 
their talk “The Role of an Agent” 
at 10am on Saturday 27th April.

Join David with Broo Doherty in 
their talk “The Role of an Agent” 
at 10am on Saturday 27th April.

Join Emma on her beach walk 
“The Creative Path” at 11am on 
Sunday 28th April.

LINDA LIEBRAND - Book marketing specialist and  
self-publishing success coach.

Award-winning bi-lingual children’s author.

LindaLiebrand.com

SATURDAY 27TH APRIL Join Linda’s talk “7 Proven Steps 
to an Amazon Bestseller Launch” 
at 11am Sunday 28th April.

All 1-2-1 sessions take place on the second floor of Bobby’s, The Square. All 1-2-1 sessions take place on the second floor of Bobby’s, The Square.
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Speakers Speakers

DR AANKA BATTA 
Writer.

Activist bringing awareness to issues around race 
and racial politics.

aankabatta.co.uk

Decolonising Writing

TRACY BAINES 
Best selling historical saga author.

Award-winning educator, writer, coach, speaker  
and researcher.

tracybaines.co.uk

Mastermind your way to The End

SOPHIE BEAL 
Director of Cadence Publishing.

Publisher, writer and freelance journalist.

sophiebeal.co.uk

Organising Chaos: Turn a Messy Draft into a 
Publishable Book

GAIL ALDWIN 
Dorset-based writer of fiction and poetry.

Finalist in The People’s Book Prize 2020 and shortlisted  
in the Dorchester Literary Festival Writing Prize 2020.

gailaldwin.com

Just one X (tweet) away from publication

DENISE BADEN 
Professor of Sustainable Practice at  
Southampton University.

Author and founder of Green Stories,  
writing under D.A Baden.

dabaden.com

Writing to Change the World

CHRISTINE AZIZ 
Creative writing tutor at AUB and former  
international journalist.

Won the Richard & Judy book prize.

Writing on the Beach - FREE

CHANTELLE ATKINS 
Children’s author based in Christchurch.

Co-director of Chasing Driftwood Writing Group.

Chantelleatkins.com

Found Poetry For Children and Young People;  
and Incredible Creatures and Wonderful Worlds

Writing professionals to help you improve and progress
We’ve curated an amazing line-up of speakers and hosts that will inspire you to write 
and understand what goes on behind-the-scenes of the writing world. Professional 

authors, TV and film screenwriters, journalists, editors, writing coaches and publicists 
will be giving advice and expertise to help you with your writing journey.

Plus, our YouTube channel features interviews with our speakers  
which give a taster of their talks and workshops.
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Speakers Speakers

ANDREINA CORDANI 
Writer, editor and book reviewer.

Her novel The 12 Days of Murder is currently being 
adapted for TV.

andreinacordani.com

Jump Around:  
writing from multiple perspectives and timelines.

STEVE COUCH 
Author.

Bournemouth-based author of Dead Man Singing.

stevecouch.co.uk

Self-publishing vs Partnership Publishing:  
An Author’s View

HELEN CORNER-BRYANT 
Founding director of Cornerstones Literary Consultancy 
UK/US.

Honorary Research Fellow of the Centre  
for Publishing, Department of Information Studies, UCL.

cornerstones.co.uk

A Bestselling Author’s Journey from novel to publication

BETH CALVERELY 
Poet and performer.

Poet, performer, facilitator and founder of The Poetry  
Machine. Her writing delights in the weird and wonderful  
things we do when trying to belong.

Beth’s Instagram: poetrymachine

The Poetry Machine at the Bandstand - FREE 10am to 4pm
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LORNA CHILD 
Children’s author and radio presenter.

Podcast host.

@Lornachild1

Goodies, Baddies and a Sprinkle of Magic.  
For Children

TIM CLAGUE AND DANNY STACK 
Film and TV screenwriters.

Tim and Danny have written or directed for BBC, 
ITV, Channel 5, Paramount+ as well as several 
independent movies.

NelsonNutmegPictures.com

How to Earn a Living as a Screenwriter

CATHERINE BRUTON 
Award-winning children’s author.

‘No Ballet Shoes in Syria’  (Winner of the Books Are  
My Bag Readers’ Award 2020, The Sheffield Book Award  
and The Middle East Book Award).

catherinebruton.com

Agent Confidential: Navigating the Author-Agent relationship

SALLY CURTIS 
Flash fiction writer.

Published short story and flash fiction writer.

Sally’s Facebook: sallywritesstories

Join the Flash (Fiction) Mob
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GARY DALKIN 
Editor for hire. 30 years of publishing experience.

Editor of self-published and award-winning/nominated 
authors from both sides of the Atlantic. 

Tothelastword.com

Organising Chaos: Turn a Messy Draft into a Publishable 
Book; and The Art of Adaptation & Other Fantastic Stories

BROO DOHERTY 
Literary agent at DHH Literary Agent.

Director at DHH Literary Agency. Literary Agent of the  
Year in 2017 at the Romantic Novelist’s Association.

DHHLiteraryAgency.com

Literary agent 1-2-1 and Role of an Agent.

LUKE ENGLISH 
Media specialist lawyer.

Writer’s rights, contracts and Intellectual Property rights.

English-media.com

Legalities of Writing

EMILIE FIIRGAARD 
Poet.

Studied an MA in creative writing and publishing where she 
edited the 2022 shortlist BWP anthology. Additionally, she has 
published poems and articles both online and physically.

Linkedin: emilie-fiirgaard

Who the hell is Edgar? How to find your poetic voice

LIAM R FINDLAY 
Author, illustrator and smell expert.
Designer for visitor attractions specialising in using smells; 
whether it’s the stench of a Viking toilet for a museum, the 
whiff of a pirate ship for a theme park or the fishy fragrance  
of penguin vomit for a zoo.
liamrfindlay.com
Sniff for a Better Description

PAUL DRAPER 
Award-winning author of dark fiction  
“Black Gate Tales” and screenwriter.

Writer of over 100 short stories, commercial 
scriptwriter and Audible audiobook producer.

TheBlackGate.co.uk

The Fundamentals of Writing Short Stories

ALEX ENGLISH 
Author, screenwriter and writing coach.

Author of picture books and children’s fiction 
including Stop that Dinosaur, Monkey Bedtime and 
the Sky Pirates series.

alexenglish.co.uk

Map Magic - For children!

LOUISA FLYNN 
Yoga and Well-being Writer.

A widely published wellbeing writer, with over 15 years  
of experience.

louisaflynn.com

Unearth Your Voice



32  |  bournemouthwritingfestival.co.uk bournemouthwritingfestival.co.uk  |  33

Speakers Speakers

BRIONY HARTLEY 
Graphic designer and colour addict.

Book designer, author and design lecturer at Arts 
University Bournemouth.

goldustdesign.co.uk

Create a cover that sells

PAULA HARMON 
Fiction author.

Her book ‘Death in the Last Reel’ was shortlisted for 
the Selfies 2022.

PaulaHarmon.com

Know Your Place

LUCY V HAY 
Script editor, author and blogger who helps writers.

Lucy is also an author, publishing as both LV Hay and 
Lizzie Fry.

bang2write.com

Screenwriting Tricks For Novelists.

ALICE FOWLER 
Award-winning writer of short stories and longer fiction.

Her debut short story collection, The Truth Has Arms and 
Legs, was published by Fly On The Wall Press in July 2023

alicefowlerauthor.com

Market your short stories as a human dynamo.

BEVERLEY GLICK 
Author & editor.

Former national newspaper journalist, now a developmental 
editor and book coach at The Right Book Company.  
Author of In Your Own Words, published February 2024.

beverleyglick.com

Dig for the gold in your life story

VALERIE FRENCH 
Freelance Journalist & author.

Published in The Guardian, Vancouver Sun, BBC Radio  
4’s PM, Canadian Broadcasting Corporation.

ValerieFrench.org

Writing your first full-length book

DAVID HEADLEY 
MD of DHH Literary Agency.

In the last ten years, he has been included in the 
Top 100 most influential people in publishing by The 
Bookseller, a number of times.

dhhliteraryagency.com

Literary Agent 1-2-1 and Role of an Agent

JUDE HAYLAND 
Author and tutor.
A commercial short story writer for women’s magazines in 
both the UK and internationally for over 25 years, Jude now 
writes full length fiction and has published four novels. She 
also tutors creative writing classes and workshops.
judehayland.co.uk
Self-publishing vs Partnership Publishing: An Author’s View
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ISABELLE KNIGHT 
Author Brand Mentor & Publicity strategist.

Former publicist working in Film, TV and Books including 
with JK Rowling and BBC.

buildyourbrandwithpr.com

Your Route to Overnight Success

LINDA LIEBRAND 
Book marketing specialist and self-publishing success 
coach.

Award-winning bi-lingual children’s author.

LindaLiebrand.com

7 proven steps to an Amazon bestseller launch; and 
1-2-1 book marketing surgery

JANE LABOUS 
Author, journalist and broadcaster.

Jane Labous is a journalist, and author of two novels, 
Past Participle (Afsana Press, 2023), and The Chameleon 
Girl (Farafina Books, 2022).

janelabous.com

Word Wizards Beach Walk for Children

SAM HOLLAND 
Award-winning author.

Sam became the first author to win the Bronze Bat for her 
debut and the Silver Bat for best thriller in consecutive 
years at the Nederlands Thrillerfestival.

samhollandbooks.com

How to Plot a Novel

SOPHIE KIRTLEY 
Children’s author.

Writes adventurous books for children about things that 
matter to her - family, friendship and the natural world

sophiekirtley.com

Wild Stories for children!

JASMINE ISA QURESHI (THEY/SHE) 
Writer and ecologist.

She writes about ecology, conservation, diversity, 
trans and queer issues, muslim identity, Islamophobia, 
philosophical thought, climate change and politics.

jasmineswildheart.com

Decolonising Writing

TOM MASTERS 
Editorial Director, Fresher Publishing.

Author and lecturer at Bournemouth University.

Fresherpublishing.co.uk

Who the hell is Edgar? How to find your poetic voice

SI MACK 
Writer in residence for The Outsider’s Project.

The Outsiders Project works with artists to tell stories that 
are exquisite, fearless, and uncensored.

The Outsider’s Project: gotbeaf.co.uk/beaf/our-work/
outsiders-project/

Writing Reality
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MATT MILES 
Poet, Musician, Journalist, and Freelance Copywriter.

Matt is a professional editor, music journalist, content 
writer, copywriter, & arts correspondent.

mattmileswrites.com

The Job Of A Blog God: Establishing Yourself  
As A Writer Online And Making Words Pay

CAROLINE MONTGOMERY 
Managing Director of Rupert Crew Literary Agency.

Caroline has served on the committee of the Association  
of Authors’ Agents.

rupertcrew.co.uk

Agent Confidential: Navigating the Author-Agent relationship

LOUIS NETTER 
Senior Lecturer in Illustration at the University of Portsmouth.

Along with teaching and research, Louis is a practising  
illustrator, animator and printmaker.

louisnetter.com

Going Coastal!  
Writing, Drawing and Seaside Psychogeography

HATTIE MILES 
Walking historian.

Photographer.

WalkingTalks: www.walkingtalks.wordpress.com

Literary walk of Bournemouth’s famous authors.

ALICE MAY 
Award-winning writer, artist and speaker.

Author of ‘The House That Sat Down Trilogy’.

AliceGMay.com

Earn as you write

CHLOE MAY 
Customer Services Manager, Troubador Publishing.
Having worked at Osprey Publishing (part of Bloomsbury) 
and Pan Macmillian with authors such as Louis Theroux 
and Adam Kay, Chloe now helps self-published authors 
get their work into the world.
troubador.co.uk
Self-publishing vs Partnership Publishing: An Author’s View

SAM PARKS 
Author.

Former editor and current romance author for 
HarperCollins UK.

samanthaparks.com

Finding the Outline Structure that Works for You.

EL NORRY 
Author, editor and mentor.

Children’s author based in Bournemouth. Fablehouse 2: 
Heart of Fire (Bloomsbury) is out in April.

elnorry.com

Short story in one session!

Photo Credit Fenris O
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EMMA SCATTERGOOD 
Writer, lecturer, facilitator in creative writing and writing 
for wellbeing.
Founder of The Bournemouth Writing Prize; Fresher 
Publishing; The Story Works; MA Creative Writing & 
Publishing at BU.
emmascattergood.com
The Creative Path; and 1-2-1 Writing Surgery

MYRIAM SAN MARCO 
Poet, promoter and educator.

In their tenure as Bournemouth Poet Laureate, they led writing 
and development programmes for local writers, schools, and 
universities with support from Bournemouth Libraries.

writeoutloud.net

Write Your Poetry Manifesto

MATT SHAW 
The published author of over 400 publications.

Not just a hobby but a career.

MattShawPublications.co.uk

Turn self-publishing into a full-time career

ANNE PETERSON 
Published poet.

Anne has been running Speakeasy spoken word group 
in Wimborne for over ten years and Inspiring Writing 
workshops in Poole for seven years.

New life for old poems

FAY ROBERTS 
Poet and storyteller.

Performance poet, storyteller, event host and organiser, 
workshop leader, musician, and accidental voice actor 
based in the South-East of England.

fayroberts.co.uk

The Rising Tide

MARK RUTTER 
Poet and artist.

Mark has published several books of poetry, along with 
visual poems and artist’s books.  He teaches Creative 
Writing at the University of Winchester.

Winchester.ac.uk

Find Mark at the Bandstand - FREE

JANE SKELLETT 
Community Writer & Tutor.
46 years enabling and encouraging creative writing in a wide  
range of community settings and across different genres.  
Founder of the Hengistbury Head writers group and a  
member of the Society of Women Writers & Journalists.
wimbornecommunitytheatre.co.uk/biographies/jane-skellett/
Writing for the Community

BRIAN SIBLEY 
Writer and broadcaster.

Prolific author and TV/radio presenter, who adapted 
The Lord of the Rings, the Narnia novels and many 
more for BBC radio.

briansibley.com

The Art of Adaptation & Other Fantastic Stories
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ALEX THOMPSON 
Business Development Manager at Troubador Publishing.
After being a director for multiple London based marketing 
agencies, Alex now tries to help as many self-published  
authors find their best route to publication as he can.
troubador.co.uk
Traditional vs partnership vs self-publishing:  
which is best for you?

JUDY WAITE 
Senior Lecturer in Creative Writing at University of Winchester.

Award-winning author who has published over forty  
works of fiction, ranging from picture books to works  
of YA (young adult) fiction.

winchester.ac.uk: Judy Waite

Find Judy at the Bandstand - FREE

CATHI UNSWORTH 
Author of six pop-cultural noir novels.
Author of Season Of The Witch: The Book of Goth, a 2023  
Times, Mojo and Waterstones book of the year. Tutor for  
Curtis Brown Creative and Arvon Foundation
cathiunsworth.co.uk
Agent Confidential:  
Navigating the Author-Agent relationship

ALEX STONE 
Author of psychological thrillers set on the stunning 
Dorset coast.

Author of The Perfect Daughter and The Other Girlfriend.

Alexstoneauthor.com

A Bestselling Author’s Journey from novel to publication

TOM SYKES 
Writer, editor and Associate Professor at the University  
of Portsmouth.
Regular contributor for Private Eye and has written for  
New Statesman, The Scotsman, The Telegraph
tomgsykes.wordpress.com
Going Coastal!  
Writing, Drawing and Seaside Psychogeography

KATHLEEN WHYMAN 
Author.

Comedy Women In Print prize finalist, journalist and 
author of Wife Support System and Would You Ask My 
Husband That?

kathleenwhyman.com

Writing with a sense of humour

SUMAIRA WILSON 
Co-Founder & Publishing Director of SpellBound Books.

A Digital Indie Publisher of fiction and non fiction which 
tell the stories that need to be told.

Spellboundbooks.co.uk

Writing a Synopsis

RACHEL WOODWARD CARRICK 
Director, BU International College.

Writer of Happy Silver People.

happysilverpeople.com

Do you have the write time?

Photo Credit Alexa Loy Photography
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WRITERS’
HAVENS

Visit the Bournemouth Writing Festival website for current
groups, times and days or to start your own.

A joint initiative between the Bournemouth Writing Festival and BCP Libraries

Small and friendly, volunteer-led writing groups
in BCP Libraries to inspire you to write.

Join our writers
Facebook group and 
be part of our thriving
writing community

Free to join 
on Facebook

Ask questions, get
advice, collaborate or

have some writing fun. 
Search “Bournemouth Writing Festival

Writing Group” on Facebook
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